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Xavier Weisskopf is one of the two best winemakers in the Montlouis appellation.  I 

wrote about his Pétillant Originel in my pet-nat article (see WFW 52, p. 127), and 

now it’s time for me to introduce one of the most miraculous wines I’ve ever tasted. 

(I weigh my words).  It’s Weisskopf’s Côt Vieilles Vignes.  He sent me the 2014, 

since he made no wine in 2016 and wasn’t happy with his 2015. 

 

Weisskopf, who farms organically, has 11 ha (27 acres) in Montlouis and 3 ha (7.5 

acres) on clay-siliceous soils in the Touraine appellation of which 1.8 ha (4.4 

acres) are given over to Côt, 25 percent of which was planted in 1891, and 75 

percent in 1950.  Yields are limited to 25 hl/ha and harvest is by hand.  The grapes 

ferment for three weeks in tronconic tanks and age for a year before bottling. 

 

Do yourself a favor, and taste this wine quietly and calmly.  Almost in a state of 

prayer.  I did just that with the 2014, 12.4% ABV.  I can talk about the wine’s 

haunting perfumes, both floral and redolent of black cherries and berries; about its 

lacy texture, its beautiful freshness; about the stunning clarity, depth and precision 

of a Bach cello concerto.  And yet all of those wonders are upstaged by the utter 

weightlessness of the wine.  I can think of few, if any, red wines as ethereal, as 

transcendent, as otherworldly or awe-inspiring.  On day two I sensed that the wine 

was wafting gracefully back into our stratosphere.  Still, I marveled at it.  And I 

believe that when that time arrives that my mind has emptied itself of the clutter of 

daily life, retaining only a handful of people,, rooms, streetscapes, songs and 

soliloquies, Weisskopf’s old-vines Côt, along with several other wines, shall be the 

starlight in that firmament. 

  
                            -Jacqueline Friedrich, World of Fine Wine, issue 61, 2018.  

                Friedrich is one of the most knowledgeable writers on the Loire wine scene today. 


