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The Wines 

• Villages Cuvée: The base of this wine comes from the Pinot Noir plantation at Vitae Springs 
vineyard, but in a given year any number of single-vineyard cuvées (or individual barrels) can 
be declassified into this cuvée if they don't make the cut. 

 
• Zenith (Eola-Amity Hills AVA): In 1989, Mark made his first single-vineyard bottling—an 

O’Conner Pinot Noir from a vineyard growing in the foothills between the Bethel Heights and 
Christom wineries. He continued to make wine from this site for ten years, until the vineyard 
was leased to another winery. 
 

     In 2002 the vineyard was sold, replanted and expanded, and today it’s known as the Zenith 
Vineyard. It is now Mark’s estate vineyard, comprised of nine blocks totaling 13.5 acres, 
roughly twenty percent of the total (the rest of the grapes are sold to other wineries). These 
blocks are planted to four clones of Pinot Noir on two different rootstocks, and the early results 
show the elegant fruit and smoky profile of the old O’Conner wines. Once all the blocks have 
come of age, the annual production will average 1,700 cases. 

 
• Momtazi (McMinnville AVA): The biodynamically farmed Momtazi Vineyard is in the 

McMinnville AVA, Oregon’s western most appellation. Viticulturally, the defining influences 
are enormous elevation changes in this vineyard, the daytime warmth and the nighttime cold, 
and the poor soil. Momtazi’s vines grow alongside of the Van Duzer pass that cuts through the 
coast range to the ocean, opening up a cold wind corridor. Mark buys grapes from 11.5 acres, 
more than half of which comes from the highest parcels with the most meager soil, and face 
south-southeast rather than the prevailing hotter southwest expo- sure of the vineyard. The wine 
is darkly-fruited, powerful, and intense. Along with Freedom Hill, this bottling of Saint 
Innocent Pinot Noir is the most structured of the range. Annual production averages 1,500 
cases. 

 
• Freedom Hill (Williamette Valley AVA): Mark has made wine from this vineyard since 1992, 

but it’s been replanted due to phylloxera.  This is as far west as the Momtazi vineyard, but to the 
south, and is part of the general Willamette Valley American Viticultural Area rather than a 
subset AVA. Saint Innocent over- sees seven acres of Pinot Noir divided between mid-slope 
and top of the slope parcels, and bottles roughly 1,000 cases each year—most of which, for 
now, goes into the Villages Cuvée. 



 

 
In addition, Saint Innocent oversees a terrific six-acre parcel of Chardonnay. The parcel is 
planted to several Dijon clones and the wine is made in older barrels. There are also 3 acres of 
Pinot Blanc, of which roughly two-thirds are made in tank and one-third in older barrels. The 
average production of the Chardonnay is 1,000 cases and that of the Pinot Blanc 500 cases. 
 

• Shea (Yamhill-Carlton District AVA): With the Dundee AVA, the Yamhill-Carlton District 
AVA is the most protected from the cold Pacific winds, and this tends to emphasize fruit above 
spice and structure in the wines. Mark’s Pinot Noir from this well-known site is a layered, round 
wine that ages well. Saint Innocent oversees two parcels here. One is 4.5 acres and planted to 
two clones of Pinot Noir; the other is 2.3 acres and used to be planted to Pinot Gris until 
phylloxera got it. This latter parcel will be in full pro- duction with the 2010 vintage.  At that 
time, annual production of Shea Pinot Noir will be 900 cases. 

 
• Temperance Hill (Eola-Amity Hills AVA): Farmed organically, this vineyard sits on top of the 

Eola Hills between the Bethel Heights and Christom Wineries in the Eola-Amity Hills AVA. It 
is cold, low- yielding, and late to ripen. The wine is intensely aromatic, fresh, and earthy. Mark 
has three blocks here totaling about nine acres, but one block is planted on its own rootstock and 
is dying from phylloxera. Average annual production is around 600 cases. 

 
• Justice (Eola-Amity Hills AVA): Justice is farmed by Ted Casteel (and increasingly, as Ted 

retires, by his daughter Mimi), the highly respected viticulturalist at Bethel Heights, and most of 
the grapes from this 23-acre vineyard go to that winery. Mark controls a small 2.33-acre parcel, 
a gem in his portfolio because he considers Justice, young though it is (vintage ’08 is its eighth 
leaf), to be one of the best sites he knows. The elusive “Eola spice” shines through in Saint 
Innocent’s Justice Pinot Noir. The vineyard is located just over the east ridge of the Eola-Amity 
AVA and grows on a mix of volcanic and sedimentary soils.  Annual production of Saint 
Innocent’s bottling is around 350 cases. 

 
• Vitae Springs (Williamette Valley AVA): Like Shea and Justice, Vitae Springs grows around the 

650-foot elevation on hills to the south of Salem. Mark buys both Pinot Noir and Pinot Gris 
here, controlling five acres of each variety. Normally, the Pinot Noir is the basis for his Villages 
Cuvee, but in 2007 part of this wine made up half of the component of his winemaker’s cuvee 
(a kind of reserve wine). As for the Pinot Gris, the first Saint Innocent bottling was with the 
1993 vintage. Today, Mark makes roughly 750 cases a year in steel tanks and models his Pinot 
Gris on Alsace, looking for a textured mouth feel. 


