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Central Hawke’s Bay 
 

 

When Lime Rock first approached us with the idea of V59 representing their wines, we politely 

told them to take a hike.  We did French wine, maybe branched out to the Douro and Piedmont, 

but certainly our focus was European.  They were quietly persistent, however, and made the 

strong case that Lime Rock belonged in a portfolio firmly rooted in the Old World.  Why?  

Because Lime Rock is a family domain, making wine from its own hand-harvested vines (hand-

harvesting is rare in New Zealand).  Moreover, these were genuine hillside vines—another rarity 

in New Zealand—situated in cooler sites at 750 to 900-feet above sea level.  Perhaps even more 

importantly, the hills in this part of Central Hawke’s Bay are composed of limestone, and when 

they told us that less than 1% of New Zealand’s vines grow in limestone, they had our attention.  

Geologically, the Lime Rock hillsides have more in common with the Paris Basin seabed of 

Sancerre than they do with the vast majority of New Zealand vineyard soils.  

  

Proprietors Rosie Butler and Rodger Tynan also bring a traditional sensibility to their viticulture 

and winemaking.  Rodger is an ecologist by training and he has dubbed his approach to their 

vines as “vit-ecology.”  What this means, in Rosie’s words, is that they provide homes for the 

good bugs to eat the bad bugs.  Since the 2010 vintage the domain has been certified by 

Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand (SWNZ), which provides 'best practice' systems for 

environmental, social and economic sustainability in both the vineyard and the winery.  

Rosie’s degrees in enology and viticulture have, thankfully, led to a refreshingly simple approach 

to cellar work: “We just observe the basic good principles of winemaking.” 

Their wines strike a wonderful balance between mouth-filling richness and mineral elegance that 

is all their own.  They are tension-filled, delicious wines, and they speak transparently of their 

stony place.  And they are aptly named.  Lime Rock. 

 

                  http://www.limerock.co.nz/ 
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