
Domaine Joseph Voillot 

Côte de Beaune   

Jean-Pierre Charlot forthrightly declared that 'I would take 2011 anytime.  If it was possible to 
sign up in advance for this kind of vintage every year, I'd sign right now.' …Charlot rarely 
misses and 2011 is no exception.  As the scores and comments clearly confirm, his wines have 
clearly outperformed the general quality of the vintage...                                               

               --Allen Meadows, Burghound, Issue 50, April 2013.   The following reviews are his. 

 
 
 
                                          2011 Bourgogne Vieilles Vignes 
       
(from a parcel of vines located near Volnay). A ripe, rustic and distinctly earthy nose of mostly 
dark berry aromas leads to attractively vibrant and detailed middle weight flavors that possess 
a refreshing saline–infused finish.  This should drink well young but has enough underlying ma-
terial to reward a few years of cellar time as well.        86 points 

 

 

                                          2011 Volnay Vieilles Vignes 
 
As one would reasonably expect, this is notably more elegant with better complexity as well to 
the broad range of dark berry fruit aromas, spice, stone and soft earth nuances.  There is 
equally good layering to the appealingly refined medium weight flavors that display good en-
ergy and detail on the clean, balanced and utterly delicious finish .    88 points 

 

 

                                          2011 Pommard Vieilles Vignes 
 
(from Les Cras though not labeled as such). This is also very pretty with a relatively high-toned 
nose of essence of red pinot fruit that displays undertones of soil and sauvage hints.   The well-
detailed and vibrant medium-bodied flavors possess good mid-palate density before culminat-
ing in a tight, focused and ever-so-slightly clipped finish that should round out with a few years 
of bottle age.            88 points 

 

                                          2010 Volnay 1er Cru “Brouillards” 
 
(from vines that average 65+ years of age).Soft wood and mild reduction presently mask the 
finer points of the nose though it does appear to be ripe.  There is a refined mouth feel to the 
earthy, cool and restrained middle weight flavors that possess good verve on the alluring tex-
tured and well-detailed finish that displays a bit of youthful asperity.  My score gives the benefit 
of the doubt that this is simply a passing post-bottling phase.     89 points 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                          2011 Volnay 1er Cru Les Fremiets 
 
(from vines that average 50+ years of age). A deft but not invisible application of wood still al-
lows the bright and very pinot nose to have center state.  The wood also shows up on the middle 
weight and tautly muscular yet refined flavors that display a similar touch of youthful asperity.  
In the same vein, my score offers the benefit of the  doubt that the asperity will dissipate in time 
with bottle age.              89 points 

                                           
 
                                         2011 Volnay 1er Cru Les Champans 
 
(from vines that average 50 years of age). This offers a solid step up  in aromatic complexity 
with a broad-ranging nose of smoked tea, warm earth, underbrush and a touch of wet stone on 
the mélange of perfumed red berry fruit.  There is a beguiling texture to the intense and vibrant 
medium weight flavors that are shaped by phenolically mature and firm tannins on the mouth 
coating finish where a touch of wood surfaces.  This is lovely and there is just clearly more un-
derlying material.              91 points 

 
 
                                            2011 Volnay 1er Cru Caillerets 
 
(from a small .14 ha parcel planted in 1984).  Here again there is enough wood to notice but 
not enough to dominate the excellent aromatic complexity thanks to the breadth of the red pinot 
fruit, violets, plum, wet stone and anise scents.  There is equally good depth to the seductively 
textured yet solidly well-delineated middle weight flavors that coat the mouth on the balanced 
and persistent finish.   This is not quite as concentrated as the best here but otherwise, this is 
really quite lovely.           90 points 

   
 
                                               2011 Volnay Taillepieds 
 
(from purchased fruit).  A pure and elegant nose of red currant and pungent stone aromas is 
trimmed in subtle wood.  There is a lovely vibrancy and fine mid-palate density to the intensely 
mineral-driven flavors that possess impressively good delineation that continues onto the per-
sistent and youthfully austere finish.  This is textbook Taillepieds that is built on its minerality.   
           91 points 

 
    
                                    2011 Volnay Carelle sous La Chapelle 
 
(from purchased fruit).  This is classis Volnay with its ultra-elegant, cool, pure and airy aromas 
of enveloping red berry fruit aromas where additional depth is present in the form of dried 
flowers.  The refinement of the nose continues onto the naturally sweet and caressing middle 
weight flavors that possess a tender, even delicate mouth feel, all wrapped in a balanced and 
persistent finish.  If this can add complexity in bottle my score will be overly conservative as the 
style is wonderfully seductive.  In the same fashion as the Taillepieds, this is textbook Carelle.   
           90 points 

                   

 



 
                                                      2011 Pommard “Clos Micault” 
 
This is also exceptionally pretty with its ripe and cool mix of various red berries, earth and the 
barest hint of the sauvage.  There is a discreet hint of minerality to the vibrant and attractively 
well-detailed medium-bodied flavors that display a taut muscularity before terminating in a 
clean, focused and strongly persistent finish.  This is quite a bit better than it usually is and a 
bit more accessible as well.          91 points     
 
          
                                             2011 Pommard 1er Cru Les Pezerolles 
 
(from a .4 ha parcel planted in 1963). An exceptionally fresh nose of red raspberry, kirsch, wet 
stone and iron-inflected earth gives way to intense, precise and highly energetic medium-bodied 
flavors that exude fine minerality.  There is a saline character to the firm and mouth coating 
finish that displays seamless balance and a lovely sense of harmony.  In a word, this is terrific.  
           92 points 

 

 

                                             2011 Pommard 1er Cru Les Epenots 
 
(from a .18 ha parcel in Les Petits Epenots planted in 1961). There is a healthy but not truly 
invasive application of oak framing the red pinto and dark berry fruit aromas that also display 
wisps of earth, spice and smoke.  There is outstanding richness to the generous, fleshy, broad-
shouldered and extract-rich flavors where the extract does a fine job of buffering the firm sup-
porting tannins on the moderately austere, balanced and lingering finish.  This is excellent and 
should amply reward extended cellaring.         92 points 

 

 

                                             2011 Pommard 1er Cru Les Rugiens 
 
(from a .25 ha parcel planted in 1959). Here too the wood isn’t subtle but also stops short of 
dominating the pure and attractively layered red currant, black tea and wet stone aromas.  
There is really lovely detail to the tense, muscular and stony medium weight flavors that pos-
sess good muscle and punch on the beautifully persistent and well-balanced finish.  This is not 
as complex as the Epenots but the underlying material is certainly present to allow it to further 
develop.”           91 points 

 

 

 


