
Domaine Pierre-Jean Villa 
Saint Joseph                
  

                                  
             This vintage's two Côte-Rôties are on track to be the best wines that Villa has yet made.  
                          Josh Raynolds, Vinous Media, April 2017  (reviews on this page are his in the April issue)  
 
 
                                          VdP Syrah “Gamine” 2015 
  
Brilliant violet. Aromas of cassis, blackberry, olive paste and cracked pepper develop a floral topnote in the 
glass. Pliant and appealingly sweet on the palate, offering vaguely jammy dark berry and spicecake flavors 
and an enlivening jolt of black pepper. Finishes smooth and spicy, with good focus and energy and subtle 
tannins adding shape.                                                                                                                     88-90 points  
 
 
                                               Saint-Joseph “Préface” 2015  
  
Opaque ruby. Intense, highly perfumed aromas of ripe black and blue fruits, Indian spices and violet gain 
vivacity from a mineral flourish. Juicy and penetrating on the palate, offering bitter cherry and cassis flavors 
that deepen and become sweeter as the wine opens up. Powerful yet lithe, with a very long, mineral-driven 
finish firmed by youthfully gripping tannins.                    90-92 points            
 
  
                                               Côte- Rôtie “Carmina” 2015 
 
Opaque ruby. Bright and energetic on the nose, displaying spice-accented red and dark berry aromas and 
hints of olive and cola. Appealingly sweet and light on its feet, offering intense black raspberry and cherry 
liqueur flavors that show excellent clarity and lift. The spicy aspect gains intensity with air and carries 
through the impressively long, sappy finish, which features fine-grained tannins and a touch of candied violet. 
                                                                                                                                                                             91-93 points                                         
  
                                     
                                              Côte- Rôtie “Fongeant” 2015 
 
(sourced from 63 year old vines in the Fongeant lieu-dit and made entirely with whole clusters): Glass-
staining ruby. Intensely perfumed aromas of blackberry liqueur, Indian spices and potpourri are joined by a 
smoky mineral element that gains strength in the glass. Densely packed and supple, offering spice-tinged 
black and blue fruit flavors that are accented by cracked pepper and candied licorice nuances. Smooth, even 
tannins build on the impressively persistent finish, which shows repeating spiciness and a lingering 
suggestion of dark fruit preserves.           92-94 points                                         
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
 
 
 
 
                                                     Saint-Joseph “Préface” 2015  
  
Red dark, fleshy and well-built, with layers of warm plum, fig and blackberry preserves coursing through, 
inlaid seamlessly with roasted apple wood and dried anise notes. The long finish drips with fruit and is 
underscored by ample grip. Best from 2020 through 2030. 
                                        94 points- James Moleworth, Wine Spectator Insider, June 7, 2017  


