
The Wines 
 

  Vin de Pétanque: Pétanque refers to the Provençal game of boules, and this wine is made in the spirit of 

fun and camaraderie. It comes from young vines growing in their CdR and Cdr-Villages parcels, and nor-

mally is a blend of roughly 75% Grenache with 25% Syrah, made in concrete vats. Vineyard surface totals 

8.5 hectares (21 acres), and production averages 3,000 cases each year. Drink this with a slight chill to it. 

 

  Bout d’Zan Côtes du Rhône: This was Jean-Pierre’s nickname as a kid. Zan was liquorice; bout was a bit 

or bite, Jean-Pierre was a darkly tanned scrawny little kid. It’s easy to taste liquorice in the wine too. This 

comes from a mix of terroirs—the galets roulets sand and clay mix on top of the terrace, and from parcels 

lower down with active limestone. The blend tends to be 80% Grenache and 20% Syrah, and one-third of 

this blend is aged for roughly seven months in old foudre, while the remainder is raised in concrete vats. 

Total surface is 7 hectares, or 17 acres, and average production is just over 3,000 cases. 

 

  Cuvée Khazan, Côtes du Rhône: Khazan is a one-off, made in the 2014 vintage after the Grenache experi-

enced severe coulure, or shatter—the failure of flowers to set on the vine and create berries.  The spring of 

2014 brought rain, wind, and cold, causing many flowers to fall from the early-budding Grenache, and the 

crop was reduced throughout the Rhone Valley.  At Libian, the shortage resulted in this cuvée, effectively a 

blend of  Bout d'Zan and Khayyäm (neither of which were made in 2014).  The blend is 65% Syrah, 20% 

Grenache, and 15% Mourvèdre.  Most of the wine was raised in concrete vats; 30% underwent ageing in 

older oak foudres.  Production was 4,800 cases. 

 

 Khayyäm Côtes du Rhône: Named in honor of the 11th century Persian poet and mathematician, this comes 

entirely from 4.5 hectares (11 acres) in the galets roulets terroir. The blend is based on Grenache, with 

some 15% Syrah and 10% Mourvèdre that benefits from lots of air. Like Bout d’Zan, it’s aged one-third in 

foudre (although usually for a longer period) and two-thirds in concrete. Production averages 2,000 cases. 

 

  La Calade Côtes du Rhône Villages: Calade is an old Provençal argot for a stony path leading uphill, 

which accurately describes how the Thibons get to their vineyards each day. This is the Mourvèdre cuvée, 

with some 10% Grenache, and comes from a very low yielding one hectare (2.5 acres) parcel. The vines 

here were planted in 1970 and grow in a layer of galets roulets that measures a solid ten feet in depth! One-

third is aged in older demi-muids barrels (600-liters), two-thirds in concrete. 
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